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Elementary  
Integrated Information and Technology Literacy Curriculum 

Introduction 
 
Until recently, a traditional elementary library media curriculum focused primarily on location, 
access and literature related skills, and the technology curriculum focused on a discreet set of 
computer skills. Technological advancements since the mid 1980s have changed those scenarios. 
Library media specialists have experienced a dramatic change in their role, in large part due to the 
computerization of the card catalog and the integration of technology into library management and 
school instruction.  The library media specialist’s role is now more that of a teacher who works to 
support the existing curriculum through planning and implementing lessons with classroom 
teachers. Technology teachers’ roles have expanded to ensure the integration and application of 
discreet computer and technology skills into existing curricula. Classroom teachers’ roles now 
include the use of technology and the need to help students make meaning of the complex array of 
data available in a multitude of sources. Students now grow up using a variety of technology as an 
integral part of daily life. All of these changes have impacted the development of this curriculum. 
These changes have created the need for a library media and technology curriculum that can be 
shared by the technology teachers, classroom teachers and library media specialists. 
 
This curriculum expands the definition of literacy to include all media. Literacy now means more 
than the ability to read, write, and compute. Information literacy refers to the ability to define 
information needs, locate, access and evaluate information. Technology literacy means being able to 
use technology to achieve a desired outcome. Information and technology literate students need to 
know how to define tasks, create products, evaluate each step of the process and communicate 
information on a variety of concepts, problems or issues in a wide range of formats. Since 
information literacy objectives are already in abundance in existing elementary curricula, those 
objectives make up the bulk of this document. This means that the majority of this curriculum is not 
new for the classroom teacher and can be used by the technology teachers and library media 
specialists to support instruction at each grade level. 
 
The eight strands of this curriculum have been designed using current state and national standards 
for information and technology literacy. Of the eight strands, also called the Great 8, Strand 1, 
Technology, is the only strand with objectives that appear in no other curriculum. Strand 8, Use of 
Literature, includes objectives from the elementary language arts curriculum, while strands 2-7 have 
objectives from the elementary language arts, social studies, and science curricula. Technology and 
Literature objectives have also been integrated into strands 2-7. Information literacy objectives 
which could not be found in existing curricula were added and identified with an IL after them. 
Teachers can look at strands for their grade level, limiting the size of this curriculum document. 
 
Flexible scheduling of the LMC, resource-based learning and collaboration are the three concepts 
which are most important to the successful implementation of this curriculum. Flexible scheduling 
allows teachers to bring their classes to the LMC based on curricular needs. Resource-based teaching 
and learning includes pre-planned learning experiences where students actively use appropriate print, 
non-print, technology and human resources to solve meaningful information problems. Collaboration 
between teachers, library media specialists, technology teachers and other instructional specialists 
can support the integration of information and technology literacy into the classroom curriculum. 
Integrating current and future technologies with information problem-solving techniques, and good 
teaching strategies using resource-based teaching and learning, students will learn skills and 
processes that will guarantee their becoming effective users and producers of ideas and information. 
  


